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| love how when | read The Importance of Being
Earnest | can clearly see all of the characters, hear
their voices and sense their tone. Wilde has written
such a brilliant piece of comedy that the characters
leap out at me from the page and it doesn’'t matter-
that I'm reading instead of watching. Having said
that, the watching is wonderful too.

| am fortunate to have a wonderful cast for this play
and so my dream to replicate my reading experienc-

Set in 1895 in London, the play opens
with Algernon Moncrieff, an idle
young gentleman, re-
ceiving his best friend,
whom he Kknows as
Ernest Worthing.

Ernest has come from
the country to propose
to Algernon's cousin,
Gwendolen. Algernon,
however, refuses his
consent until Ernest

The Importance of Being

Earnest, A Trivial Comedy for

Serious People is a play by
Oscar Wilde written in August
1894. The play was first &
produced in St. James's}
Theatre, London, on St. Valen-
tine's Day 1895. The play's '
original Broadway production
opened at the Empire Theatre on 22 April 1895,
but closed after only twelve performances. Al-
most a year later, on 11 April 1896, the play
received its Australian premiere at the Criterion
Theatre in Sydney, with eminent local stage
actress Jenny Watt-Tanner in the role of Lady

es of the play to the stage is sure to be realised. We
are having a delightful time in rehearsal exploring
the nuances of the characters and also just laughing
at how funny they all are (and how funny we are too
a lot of the time, especially me, I'm hilarious. They're
very lucky to have me to be honest.)

| can guarantee that this production will be well
worth a visit. Come Bunburying with us in July, |
promise you won't be disappointed.

explains why his cigarette case
bears the inscription, "From little
Cecily, with her fondest
love to her dear Uncle
Jack." Algernon deter-
mines to meet Cecily,

and becomes enamoured
of her, and she of him.
Complications abound as
relationships become
entwined and complex.

Bracknel.’2 The production
transferred thence to Bris-
bane, where it opened at the
Opera House on 15 July, and
subsequently embarked upon
an eight-week repertory tour of
other regional centres in
Queensland, including Char-
ters Towers, Rockhampton,
Bundaberg and Maryborough. However, other
major Australian cities, including Melbourne,
would not see the play for the first time until
new productions were mounted after Wilde's
death.

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia



My greatest hope is...
For Earnest? Full houses, happy actors and that Stephen Fry will come. For me? To be happy.
My earliest theatrical memory...

Bullying my younger cousins to perform Andrew Lloyd Webber’s entire production of Cats with me
in our lounge room for our parents. They were perhaps too young and therefore retired from the
stage early in act one leaving me to carry the show solo. Wearing a hula skirt made of garbage
bags, with my hair tied up to look like ears and singing Memory as if | were in the Sydney Opera
House, | was breathtaking.

My mother always told me...
“Oh, you're wearing that are you?”
I would time travel to...

America in the 1950s and cry until MGM let me into one of their movies. Then | would make Gene
Kelly fall madly in love with me and vow to dance with no one else for the rest of his days. Well
except for the mouse, he can have Jerry the cartoon mouse but Leslie Caron can get stuffed.

The website | visit most...

IMDb — | am one of those pathetic (yes, | said pathetic) people who once they think they recognise someone in a movie cannot
concentrate nor enjoy said movie until that actor is placed. Until IMDb, | would just pester everyone with either questions or simple
utterances of frustration but now, | can whip out the laptop and discover they had a cameo role as a vengeance demon in Buffy the
Vampire Slayer season three and turn my attentions, sated, to the movie at hand. P.S. Buffy the Vampire Slayer is awesome, shut
up.

The best book | have read is...

Tough question for someone who runs their own book club and is a member of bibliophiles anonymous (well actually that's an out-
right lie but wouldn’t it be cool?) However, if able to narrow it down to three: Danny the Champion of the World, The BFG and Char-
lie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl. | love Roald Dahl.

I wish | had...

The ability to fly. | often have eerily realistic dreams that I'm flying (they frequently involve soaring over a barn, don’'t know what that
means) and it's so exhilarating. | watch birds a lot. Jealous | suspect; why spend all your day swooping in front of cars and sitting
on power lines when you could be soaring over a barn?

| wish | hadn't...

Said “This is Thomas, you're his first celebrity” when my hypochondriac cat and | met Dr. Harry Cooper helping out at our vet. Even
Thomas turned to me and said, “I can't believe you just did that...”

My best theatrical memory...

Directing The Crucible with my own theatre company. It has been my favourite play since being cast as Abigail Williams in year 11
and being so intrigued by the story | researched Salem, Miller and McCarthyism for my year 12 Literature Independent Study and
become obsessed. | vowed to direct it myself one day but couldn’t bring myself to not be in it as well so played Elizabeth Proctor. |
have also directed it with my VCE Theatre Studies class and each time | have learned something new about the play and | love it
more. It will undoubtedly continue to form the backdrop of my theatrical life so clearly in a few years I'll have no choice but to play
Ann Putnam and then Rebecca Nurse in my declining years!

My most treasured possession...

My three cats Molly, Mabel and Max. Yes, | am a self-confessed cat-lady. Well truth be told, | am a spinster and believe whole-
heartedly in embracing the stereotype. | also like puzzles.

The funniest thing that ever happened to me on stag  e...

Playing the fabulous Claire in Noel Coward’s Hands Across the Sea | was required to basically enter the space wearing riding attire,
carrying a whip and displaying a face of someone who had sucked a lemon then proceed to get plastered, make lots of noise, stick
my bottom in the air and generally get in everyone’s way. | was so exceptionally good at all of this that on any given night might
have inadvertently knocked pictures of the wall, hats off actors and drinks out of hands; mostly with the aforementioned bottom
which, in fairness, deserved its own program credit.

| would like to be remembered for....

Being Stephen Fry’s witty, vivacious and fabulous dinner party throwing wife. Yes, yes | know he is but | would love him devotedly
regardless and would be the best platonic wife ever.
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Your invitation to attend:

Let's talk.. Y
Health, wealth and happiness J

5+*- *5.(#-,$: '1'$,$: 2#*
'$7+%') 4% # 4#$) +6 0*="

The Beaumaris Theatre invites you to attend a lively and HP* # 6'2 2"3* #:+ #- '#"
stimulating presentation by Nick Shugg on the valua of 5#&,* 0'#-& &,* $# ('#) x
understanding your cashflow and the challengas of aligning ,$ -0 &'#)’$: +6 -0' :(#% 0
financial, family and careser goals. 0'&&% &/0#&) 2-(( 3$+2$ -+
It may seem unlikely for a financial adviser to say that it's not *+5' +6 ¥ 4.- $+- -+ #((
just about the money, but at Shadforth we recognise that maney #(*+ '$7+%") # *.=='& -+:-0'&

iz a means to anend rather than just an end. We've all heard the 20,/0 H#1' * -0 +::+&-_$,-%
exprassion, “money makes the world go round”. While there is -+ '~ -+ 3%+2 '#/0 +-0'& #
plenty of truth in these words, after 20 years working closely with ('__(' 4'--'& &,*_’$# ’* =(#$$,$:

clients Mick knows thera is more to life.

0" */+$) $,:0- 6+& 0" %H&
+$ V$NH% G $) #
AK=5 0" O#* $+- #$"

Event details

Date: Wednesday. 20 July $+-$/-) 20#- -0' :(#% 2’(( 4
Time: T7.30pm for 7.45pm - 9.00pm QxR 4.-'Bf (* 2 (( 4
Venue: Beaurnaris Theatre ' ' '

*1 m
82 Wallis Road, Beaumaris $- 2,0 -0 ,36+&5#-+$ 4
6+&' -0' $,:0- O [+*- * 7.*
Register: Weadnasday. 12 July o 0% , e
Contact Clare May on 03 9649 2400 L ='& ='&*+$ -+ [+1'& -0' [+*-
or by email clare.may@sfg.com.au +6*.=="& (‘#*" '5#,(
A4'# 5#8&,*-0'#-& M+=-.*$'- [+5 #.
2,-0#%% B.'&,"™ +& ,6 %+. 2+.()

. : (,3" -+ #--'%)
o Shadforth Financial Group
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How well do you know the details of the classic Oscar Wilde play The Importance of
Being Earnest? All the words in this puzzle are related to this sophisticated and witty
comedy. Can you complete it?

** Answers will be found on
our website.

Across

1. A state of sadness following a
death

3. A station in London

6. Large property in the country

9. Vehicle for transporting a baby
11. Man who wishes to marry a lady

Down

2. A woman who teaches children in

the home

4. The relationship between Algernon
and Gwendolen

5. The state prior to marriage

7. A container women often carry

8. Wilde's first name

10. The name of Algernon's mythical

invalid friend
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July 8th 8pm, July 9th, 8pm July 10th, 5pm
8pm
July 15th, 8pm July 16th,8pm July 17th, 5pm
July 21st, 8pm July 22nd, 8pm July 23rd, 8pm

enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope

Option 1: Fill out the form below and post it with your payment to:

You can either collect your tickets on the night or if you would like your tickets to be sent out to you, please
. NB We no longer charge a Booking Fee..
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TryBooking online—
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Phone our booking line. Please leave
after hours number clearly on the
phone and we will call you back. Phone
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